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sudden combination. With this view, the British
power had interposed at once, when Ameer Khan
had attempted to collect a large body together, in
prosecution of his design upon the dominions of
the Bhoosla Raja; it being our uniform and
avowed object, to preserve things on their actual
footing, and to prevent any of those fluctuations of
power, which generally end in erecting a vigorous
and ambitious domination on the ruins of a weak
superannuated government. It was evidently not
for our interest that either the Pindarees or the
Patans should build up such an edifice on the
site of any of the regular states with which we
were at that time connected; and it was certainly
incumbent on our policy to make some effort to
prevent it.

A short sketch of the origin of the predatory
hordes, passing under the general denomination
of Pindarees, and of the chiefs under whom their
numbers were arrayed in 1814, will lead to a
more distinct view of their actual condition at
that time. The name of Pindara is coeval with
the earliest invasions of Hfodoostatt by the Mah-
rattas; but the actual derivation of the" word is
unknown, notwithstanding the researches of se-
veral etymologists. The designation was applied
to a sort of roving cavalry, that accompanied
the P&hwa's armies in their expeditions,
th&ai; touch: the same service as the